Colombia Embarks on Plan to Expand Technology
Infrastructure, Internet Use

The Government of Colombia has embarked on a large-
scale national plan to promote Internet use throughout the
country, as a means to promote a core initiative of the
Santos Administration — Democratic Prosperity. Vive
Digital (Digital Living) Colombia is a strategy to
significantly expand the country's information and
communication technologies (ICT) industry and
infrastructure and Internet usage nationwide.

* Colombia is investing more than $3 billion over the
next four years to develop the digital ecosystem and
promote massive Internet use nationwide.

* Goals of the plan include increasing residential
Internet access from 27 percent to 50 percent of
households, and for micro-, small- and medium-sized
enterprises, from 7 percent to 50 percent, by 2014.

* The plan will also increase Internet connections across
the country fourfold — from 2.2 to 8.8 million, and will
triple the number of municipalities connected to the
Web through fiber optic networks — from roughly 200
to 700 municipalities.
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Vive Digital Colombia Tied to Santos
Administration’s Efforts to Foster Prosperity

Democratic Prosperity is the core of the Santos
Administration’s social policy, and aims to ensure that all
Colombians have an opportunity to thrive and prosper.
This includes everything from stable employment with
fair wages to access to technology. The tagline of the Vive
Digital Colombia plan is “technology in the life of every
Colombian,” which reflects the Santos Administration’s
commitment to leveraging technology to make a
difference in the lives of all citizens — from the nation’s
largest cities to its smallest municipalities.

When the plan was launched, Minister of ICT Diego
Molano stated, “Our commitment as a Government is to
encourage mass use of the Internet to make a leap toward
democratic prosperity. It has been demonstrated that the
use of ICT tools in the life of every citizen has a great
influence on the competitiveness and development of a
country.”

* Research shows a direct correlation between Internet
penetration, ownership of technology, employment
generation and declining poverty rates. A recent
World Bank study shows that in developing countries,
for every 10 percent increase in broadband
penetration, economic growth accelerates by 1.4
percent.

e Developing the technology sector and accelerating the
use and implementation of technology as a tool to
close social gaps can achieve increased national
competitiveness.
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In a recent article, The Washington Times featured Vive Digital Colombia and commentary about the initiative from
Colombian Minister of ICT Diego Molano, who was in Washington, DC, the week of April 4 to promote the plan with
various stakeholders. The article reported: “Colombia is offering international companies $200 million to make the
Internet available to its businesses and consumers, which is good news for U.S. companies coming on the heels of the
White House’s announcement that a free-trade agreement has been completed with the Latin American nation and will
soon be sent to Congress for approval... Colombia also will grant at least two 4G licenses for mobile and wireless Internet
to the highest bidders later in the year. Cellphone penetration there already is at about 100 percent for voice plans, but this
could open the market to smartphones, mobile applications and data plans. ‘American companies are very welcome,’ said

Diego Molano...We are looking for a partner that can invest with us.

Get to kn ow Colombia.

Learn more at

2%

www.colombiaemb.org




